
  
 

Saipol to buy camelina for intercropping in 2024  
with the support of collecting bodies 

Grand-Couronne, 8 February 2024 - Saipol began developing intercropping in France in 
2019 to meet future needs for sustainable aviation fuels (SAF). In 2024, Saipol will be 
offering incentives to farmers who grow camelina as an intercrop, in collaboration with 
partner collecting bodies. 

A new way for farmers to generate income from 2024 

After several years of experiments, Saipol is launching the oilseed intercrop market in France 
by offering an attractive price for intercropped camelina seeds from 2024, in order to support 
the growing use of oilseed intercrops to meet future needs for sustainable aviation fuels. 

A guaranteed price minimum will be set for camelina seeds and farmers will have access to 
"harvest insurance" if they meet the requirements, through partner collecting bodies. "The 
market for sustainable aviation fuels derived from intercrops is in the process of being built, 
and we want to make France a leader in this new market with a win-win model in which the 
value of carbon-free solutions is redistributed to farmers for the sustainable agricultural 
practices they implement," says Christophe Beaunoir, CEO of Saipol. 

In 2024, the aim is to pave the way for an increase in volume for the following harvest. "With 
solid technical support on the ground, we should be able to set up a full-scale system that can 
be rolled out to new regions and types of rotations in 2025! We will also be setting an attractive 
purchase price with collecting bodies for the volume of intercrops we wish to collect in their 
regions", says Loïc Godnair, Saipol’s Sector Development Manager.  

A shift supported by collecting bodies  

Intercropped camelina seeds must be planted between June 10 and July 10, and harvested 
with the support of collecting bodies. "Like any new seed, the success of camelina needs to 
be anticipated: farmers face a technical challenge, meaning they must plant the seeds correctly 
and make adjustments to the harvest; collecting bodies must sort them in specific facilities and 
dry them," explains Guillaume de la Forest, Camelina Project Manager at Saipol. "For example, 
the results of the pilot crops demonstrated the importance of sowing within 48 hours of 
harvesting the previous crop. In addition, we have identified that the ideal preceding crop is 
peas because, as well as being harvested early, they leave sufficient nitrogen residue for 
camelina and very little straw on the ground for optimum emergence," he adds. 

Increasing surface area from 2025 

Saipol plans to process up to 2,000 tonnes of intercrop seeds in 2024, then multiply this volume 
by 5 for the 2025 harvest. "As part of our continuous innovation for the agricultural and energy 
transitions, we are working on several species so that we can adapt to the agro-climatic 
contexts of each collecting body and ensure the traceability of these seeds right through to the 
production of sustainables aviation fuels", stresses Loïc Godnair, Sector Development 
Manager at Saipol.  

Saipol developed the sustainability expertise necessary to create the market for low-carbon 
seeds (OleoZE) that can be used for energy in 2019, and is now the European leader in 
processing of intercrops for SAF. "If we want to meet the needs for sustainable aviation fuels 
by 2025-2030, then this year upstream agricultural players - seed producers, collecting bodies 
and farmers - need to anticipate the needs of future crop rotations for an oilseed intercrop that 



can be harvested as early as October 2024, before moving to the next level!" concludes 
Christophe Beaunoir, CEO of Saipol. 

 
Saipol press contacts 
 
Fabien Kay - Communications Manager - fabien.kay@groupeavril.com - +33 (0)608355889 
Anne-Sophie Lesage - Upstream Agricultural Communications Officer - anne-
sophie.lesage@groupeavril.com - +33 (0)677428637 

 

About Saipol 

Saipol is a European leader in oilseed processing (rapeseed, sunflower and intercrop seeds) and develops value-
added solutions based on edible vegetable oils, protein-rich oilcakes and low-carbon renewable energies.  
Saipol's brands and solutions are part of a regenerative economy: they contribute to the energy (OleoVE, 
Diester, Oleo100) and food transitions, and help finance the agricultural transition and agriculture's role in 
carbon sequestration (OleoZE). 
Saipol has more than 650 employees in France and 5 industrial sites, 4 of which run on carbon-free energy. 
As a subsidiary of Avril, the industrial and financial leader in the French vegetable oil and protein sector, Saipol 
is helping to develop plant-based solutions for the food, agricultural and environmental transitions. 
Together, we act to Serve the Earth. 
More information: saipol.com | Linkedin | X 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/saipol/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/Saipol_officiel


 

FOCUS ON DECARBONISING THE AERONAUTICS SECTOR  
  

ReFuelEU Aviation in Europe  
 

The ReFuelEU Aviation project, led by the European Union as part of the Fit for 55 legislative 
package, sets targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from aviation, and provides a 
framework for developing the use of sustainable fuels to replace a portion of fossil-based paraffin 
within the EU. The aim is to reduce the EU's greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030. 
 
In France, airlines are already required to incorporate 1% of sustainable paraffin as of 
1 January 2022.  
 
Under the European regulation adopted at the end of 2023, suppliers of aviation fuels to European 
airports with more than 800,000 passengers will have to incorporate a minimum of 2% sustainable 
fuels by 1 January 2025, then 6% in 2030, 20% in 2035 and up to 70% in 2050.  
 

 
Source: European Union, 2023.  
 
The sustainable fuels identified for this transition in aviation are derived from biomass (2nd 
generation biofuels, biofuels from "advanced" crops, biofuels from waste and residues, etc.) or 
produced synthetically (from green hydrogen and CO2 capture).  
 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/fit-for-55-refueleu-and-fueleu/

